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The KS4 Options Process: 2021-2022
Dear student and parent/carer,
Following three years in Key Stage 3 where you have followed a broad curriculum, you will need to make choices in
preparation for your studies across Key Stage 4 (KS4). From Year 7 to Year 9 you have had an opportunity to learn
many different subjects; English, mathematics, sciences, humanities, languages, creative and expressive arts,
practical disciplines and physical education. This curriculum has provided you with opportunities to discover what
you enjoy, where your interests lie and which skills you prefer to develop.
In order to commence your journey through your first set of education qualifications you will now need to make
some decisions about which areas of the curriculum you will study throughout KS4. At the end of Year 11 you will
sit formal examinations that will determine the level you can achieve across a number of different subjects. Some
of these subjects are compulsory as they form a strong basis for any further study. You will need to choose three
further subjects to complete your curriculum throughout KS4.

KS4 Core curriculum
The core curriculum is the group of subjects that are compulsory for all students to study:
●
●
●
●
●
●

English Language and/or Literature
Mathematics
Science (this can include computer science)
Physical Education
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
Religious Education

Each of these areas of study take different forms depending on your combination of optional choices. Most lead to
a formal GCSE qualification, but some are non-examined courses. Please read the KS4 Curriculum Guide document
carefully so that you are aware of expectations across each of these core subjects.

KS4 Option Choices
In addition to the compulsory core curriculum you will be required to select up to three more subjects to study
throughout KS4. These subjects cover a full range of qualifications across the sciences, humanities, languages,
expressive and creative arts, business, ICT and practical disciplines. Some areas of study have pre-requisite
requirements meaning that a certain level of attainment in Year 9 must be achieved in order to gain entry to a
particular course. This is why it is important to make every effort in Year 9 assessments and show just how well you
can achieve in your studies.
All the available option subjects are explained in the KS4 Curriculum Guide. This document outlines the topics of
study, the nature of the skills, the assessment style and name of the qualification that can be achieved.

The Ebacc curriculum
All GCSE qualifications have placed a greater emphasis on the high standards expected in reading, writing and
spoken English. The reformed qualifications have more rigour and higher academic standards. Additionally the
Government believes that the ‘Ebacc’ group of subjects make the best platform for further study at Post-16.
We too endorse this package of subjects and at the same time appreciate that it is not appropriate for all
individuals. Some students will prefer a greater weighting in a particular group of subjects such as the humanities,
or, the arts. We will support your child regardless of their choices, but hope that those choices will be guided by
research, career choices and current information.
Students need to gain level 5 or higher in the following subjects in order to qualify for the English Baccalaureate:
●
●
●
●
●

English
Mathematics
Science
Geography or history
One Modern Foreign Language

New subjects
There are a small number of subjects that you will not have studied in KS3. You should make sure that you can
identify these from the KS4 Curriculum Guide and then invest some time in researching more about these subjects.
Talk with students in KS4 who are currently studying these subjects, or, talk with those who have progressed to the
6th Form having studied these courses. We will provide you with some opportunities to investigate new subjects,
but you should not wait for these opportunities, instead research with the internet tools that are available to you.

Vocational Courses
These courses differ from GCSE courses most often because they have a coursework element that contributes to
the main assessment. Often these are practical courses that have a specific vocational direction. They provide for
an opportunity to develop practical skills that can be further developed at Post-16 and then can lead to
employment in a specific craft. These courses hold the same value as GCSE qualifications but are graded on a
different scale.

Qualifications
GCSE

Vocational
courses:
BTECs, OCRs or
City & Guilds.
Level 1 or Level
2

Grades
9–1
9 is the highest
5 is a good pass
4 is a standard pass
1 is the lowest
Distinction – top grade
Merit
Pass – lowest grade

Assessment
Mostly assessed through examinations
taken at the end of Year 11.
Usually 2 or 3 examination papers.
Occasionally there are other small
elements in the assessment: orals,
practicals, coursework or fieldwork.
These courses can be studied either at
level 1 or level 2.
Level 1 is equivalent to GCSE grades 1-4.
Level 2 is equivalent to GCSE grades 4-9.
Much of the assessment is coursework
based. Some external examinations form
part of the assessment.

Making your choices
Some of you already have a clear idea of your chosen career and therefore of the subjects you must choose
for GCSE. For most of you, the subjects you are good at will also be the ones you like and they will, therefore,
probably combine well with each other. However, many of you have not yet decided on a career path and for
you the choice can be bewildering.
Your choice of GCSE subjects will be determined by four important factors:
● Your ability and/or aptitude for all three subjects
● Your interest and enthusiasm for all your chosen subjects
● The relation of your chosen subjects to each other
● Your plans for higher education and a career

What subjects do you like?
It is very important to study the subjects that you enjoy. You will find it easier to sustain interest and effort if
you actually enjoy the learning! Think about what attracts you to a subject – the approach, content, practical
work, experiments and projects – but do not choose a subject just because you like the teacher!
What are you good at? This must influence your choice because it will help you to achieve the high grades
necessary for the future.

What do you need? How far ahead have you looked? Is your choice flexible? Discuss these points with staff
mentioned above and our Careers Advisor. It is also important to seek a balance of subjects to give you the
opportunity to use and develop as wide a range of skills and subjects as possible. This will also enable you to
keep your options open beyond GCSE.
Why you should NOT choose a subject
You should not generally allow yourself to be influenced by:
a. whether you like, or dislike, your present teacher in a particular subject
b. what your friends are deciding, since their interests and plans for the future may be quite different.

Compulsory Subjects

English

All students will study English. You will be prepared for two GCSEs in
this subject: English Language GCSE and English Literature GCSE.

Mathematics

All students will study Mathematics GCSE. Those achieving the highest
levels may be given the opportunity to study the Further Mathematics
Certificate as well.

Science

All students will study Science. Students will study the Combined
Science Trilogy GCSE (this counts as two GCSEs). Some students will be
able to study the Triple Science option if they meet the threshold.

Physical Education
PE

All students follow a practical course in PE that is non-examined.

Personal, Social and
Health Education
PSHE

All students will study elements of Personal, Health and Social
Education and Careers Education through a non-examined course.

Religious Education
RE

All students will study Religious Education as part of a non-examined
course.

Option Subjects
In addition to the compulsory curriculum, students will have up to three choices of additional subjects. These
subjects are blocked. This means you will study one subject from each block. When making your choices you
will be asked to indicate your first and second choice subject in each block in case we cannot offer you your
first choice. If classes are too small we will not be able to run the subject, similarly if classes are oversized we
may not be able to offer everyone that particular choice. Please be prepared to accept your second choice
subject. Otherwise we will consider those who get their choices in earlier.

EBacc Subjects

Other Subjects

Other Subjects

Computer Science
Geography
History
French
Spanish
Home Language (where
GCSE is available)

Art & Design
Business Studies
DT Graphic Design
DT 3-D Design
Drama
Enterprise
GCSE Physical
Education (PE)

Hospitality and Catering
IT
Music
Sociology
Statistics/Further Maths

N.B. A subject may not run if it does not draw enough students.

Types of Courses at 14-19

Nationally, there are three main pathways for 14 to 19 year olds, consisting of courses leading to three main
types of qualifications.
Academic: GCSE and A Levels. These develop knowledge, understanding and skills associated with a particular
academic subject. All of these are assessed through external examinations.
Vocational: BTEC at levels 1, 2 and 3, NCFE and OCR Nationals. These develop knowledge, understanding and
skills relevant to a broad area of employment. These courses are assessed through a mix of coursework that is
assessed internally and then moderated externally, and some externally assessed examinations.
Work-related: City & Guilds Certificates & NVQ. These develop and recognise mastery of a trade or profession
at the relevant level. Usually taught in Further Education colleges, in work-related courses. These
qualifications are assessed through practical tests.

National pathways and qualifications
Progression pathways from KS4 qualifications:
Key Stage 4

Key Stage 5

Post-18

6th Form

GCSE
Grades 5-9
Cambridge Nationals
Level 2
BTEC Level 2

A levels
Or Level 3 BTECs, OCR Cambridge Technicals
Level 3
City & Guilds

Higher Education
University Degree
Apprenticeship at
Level 2/3
Employment

GCSE Grades 4-5
Cambridge Nationals
Level 2
BTEC Level 2

BTEC Level 3
OCR Cambridge Technicals Level 3
City & Guilds

Higher Education
University Degree
Apprenticeship at
Level 1/2
Employment

GCSE Grades 1-4
Cambridge Nationals
Level 1
BTEC Level 1
Entry Level

BTEC Level 2
OCR Cambridge Technicals Level 2
NCFE level 2
City & Guilds

Further Education
Apprenticeship at
Level 1/2
Employment

Most often, students follow a mix of vocational and academic subjects in order to experience the full breadth of
courses before narrowing their pathways in the 6th Form.
Entry Level
Where students experience particular difficulties in core subjects, they may be entered for entry-level qualifications
rather than GCSEs. The qualifications are used to certificate the achievement of students below the level of a GCSE
grade 1.
Key
A Level: Advanced level GCE
BTEC: Business & Technical Education Council
C & G: City and Guilds
GCSE: General Certificate of Secondary Education
OCR: Oxford, Cambridge & RSA Examinations

Important Dates 2022
Thursday 6th January
Friday 7th January
Thursday 20th January

Wc 24th January
Wed 26th January
Friday 4th February
Thursday 3rd March
Friday 4th March

P3 English Exam (1 hour)
P1 Maths Exam (1 hour)
P3 Science Exam (1 hour)
IEAP Day 2
1:1 tutor interviews re options and using core data from exams
Pre-recommendations meeting – WHD, GRY, HSD, GLA, LGD
Options week: options assembly (Monday), fair, PSE lesson, collect grades, tutor
time activity
Parents Virtual Options evening - Zoom
Option Forms Available
Year 9 Parents’ Options Evening
Option form hand in deadline

English Language and English Literature
Level
Qualification type
For more information, speak to

2
GCSE
Mr Peck

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The English Language GCSE is the compulsory qualification that students must pass in order to progress on to Level
3 courses in the future. The course asks students to explore how writers create meaning in both fiction and nonfiction texts ranging from the 19th to the 21st centuries. They will also be asked to become writers themselves formulating creative fiction pieces and writing to present a viewpoint. The curriculum is structured so that students
will explore writers’ methods through analysis of both fiction and non-fiction texts and there will also be
opportunities to develop creative and functional writing skills.
The English Literature GCSE provides an opportunity to explore a breadth of prose, poetry and drama across the
ages. As part of the GCSE, students will study the following:
- A 19th Century Novel: Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol
- A Shakespeare Play: Romeo and Juliet
- A Modern Text: Pigeon English or Animal Farm
- An anthology of Power and Conflict poetry
The skills required of the English Literature GCSE overlap well with the English Language GCSE as students will
explore how writers convey meaning through literary devices and develop their essay writing skills.
Students follow the AQA exam board for both English Language and English Literature.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Students should expect regular extended writing tasks, completed under examination conditions. The English
Language GCSE is made up of two papers, both 1 hour and 45 minutes long. The English Literature examination is
also made up of two papers. Paper 1 is 1 hour and 45 minutes long and Paper 2 is 2 hours and 15 minutes long. All
students must also complete a Spoken Language Endorsement in order to receive their English Language GCSE
qualification. In Year 10, students will plan, write and perform a speech or presentation to their class. Some of the
speeches will be recorded and submitted to the exam board for moderation. Although the Spoken Language
Endorsement does not contribute towards students’ final English Language grade, students must receive a ‘Pass’,
‘Merit’ or ‘Distinction’ in order to be awarded their English Language GCSE.
Teacher feedback will enable students to improve their performance in English Language and English Literature;
parents and carers will be informed of progress regularly throughout the school year.
Students are grouped by attainment in English lessons. Assessments take place throughout the year and culminate
in end of year examinations that mirror the terminal style of examination that will occur at the end of Year 11.
WHAT NEXT?
Evidence suggests that a positive performance in Year 9 is a strong indicator of GCSE success. All students will study
both an English Language and an English Literature GCSE in Years 10 and 11. The Year 10 curriculum is designed to
explore both Language papers and the majority of the Literature content in detail so that a solid foundation for
Year 11 can be made, where students will be continually assessed and developed so that they are ready for the
terminal examinations.
Please support your child by encouraging them to read as much as possible. This is the best way to prepare them
for the study of all of their GCSE subjects. We use the Accelerated Reader programme in Year 9 to monitor how
much students read and understand. Please ask them what they are reading and encourage this to become a habit.
The sooner this becomes a habit, the more likely it is to have a positive impact on both their reading and writing
skills which are key requirements for the study of English Language and English Literature at GCSE.

The study of both English Language and English Literature helps to develop students’ written and verbal
communication skills in preparation for the next steps of their educational journey and future careers. Skills
developed through the study of English can prepare students for a wide range of careers - from journalism, law and
writing professionally to social media managers, public relations and teaching.

Mathematics
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Mr Spencer

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The content of the GCSE course covers number and algebra, geometry and measures and statistics and probability.
The fundamental skills and knowledge which feature in both the examinations include working with arithmetic,
understanding fractions, decimals, percentage and ratio and an appreciation of algebraic notation.
This course will help you develop many skills, as well as numeracy, such as problem-solving, communication,
functional skills and collaboration.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
● Paper 1 – 100 marks – calculator paper
● Paper 2 – 100 marks – non-calculator paper
● Paper 3 – 100 marks – calculator paper
This course will be assessed at the end of Year 11 by these three examinations. Students will be assessed at regular
intervals throughout the year.
Students follow the OCR GCSE Mathematics course.
WHAT NEXT?
Mathematics is a language. It is the language without which science, commerce, industry, the internet, and the
entire global economy is struck dumb. It is the only truly universal language, and it is an essential part of our
personal and working life.
As such, the GCSE qualification is recognised by both Universities and employers, as a way of checking that
students have the numeracy skills needed to equip themselves for everyday life and further study.
Those students who achieve a grade 6 or above on the higher paper in their GCSE have the opportunity to continue
the study of mathematics through A-level courses in Mathematics and Further Mathematics. Students can also
study a level 3 qualification in ‘Core Mathematics’ in Year 12/13.

Combined Science Trilogy
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Klopper/Ms Croissant/Mr Bhatti

WHY IS SCIENCE IMPORTANT?
Science is all about finding and explaining patterns. This develops both language and mathematics skills as well as a
host of other transferable skills that are useful in all walks of like; skills such as analysing data, modelling ideas,
explaining ideas clearly and concisely, applying mathematics and evaluating your ideas and actions in an effective
way.
Through mastery of the above skills and developing science knowledge, innovators have been able to change the
world we lived in 100 years ago into something unrecognisable. Science has led to the creation of mobile phones,
putting a man on the moon and changes to health care that mean people are living longer now on average than
ever before.
WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?
These courses provide pupils with a basic understanding of the big ideas of the three sciences (biology, chemistry
and physics) and how they relate to their everyday lives. The courses are also designed to improve practical
techniques and an appreciation for the scientific method that has led to the innovations of the 21st Century.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Mainly through examination with a small percentage of the course assessed through practical coursework.
WHAT NEXT?
Good results in the three sciences as well as English and maths will enable you to complete any, or all, of the
science A-levels:
●

Biology: discover more about the processes of the human body, how the body is affected by disease and how
we aim to combat these illnesses. Delve deeper into understanding the biodiversity of our environment and
the fascinating species that live within it.

●

Chemistry: you will learn about the molecular structures that underpin modern medicine and cell function.
This course is based on using refined practical skills to understand the useful compounds we use throughout
our lives.

●

Physics: discover the non-intuitive world of quantum mechanics and particle physics as well as gain an
understanding of the innovations in physics that have led to the atomic bomb, renewable energy, and the
electric grid that powers our quantum mechanical devices (such as phones and laptops).

With slightly lower grades you can do the BTEC Level 3 National in Applied Science where aspects of the three
sciences are taught through a vocational setting. All these routes are useful for university applications and courses.

Triple Science
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Klopper/Ms Croissant/Mr Bhatti

WHY DO TRIPLE SCIENCE?
A career in science can take you all over the world and to discover and create new ideas or technology that can
have lasting impact. This includes saving lives or contributing to solving today’s big global issues such as creating
efficient renewable energy options; growing enough food for a growing population and reversing or, at least
slowing, global warming.
For those keen on pursuing a career in the sciences such as engineering, medicine, professional science and
pharmacology as well as many more, then triple science is the choice for you. You will achieve an extra GCSE in
science as well as being much better prepared for science A-levels in the future.
WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?
You will go into more depth on many of the topics covered in the combined science course as well as touch upon
aspects of the A-level course. You will also further develop the science skills that are transferable no matter what
your future career is including modelling, explaining ideas clearly and concisely, evaluating the way you go about
things and making changes to improve and applying mathematics to real world situations.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Mainly through examination with a small percentage of the course assessed through practical coursework.
WHAT NEXT?
Good results in the three sciences as well as English and maths will enable you to complete any, or all, of the
science A-levels:
●

Biology: discover more about the processes of the human body, how the body is affected by disease and how
we aim to combat these illnesses. Delve deeper into understanding the biodiversity of our environment and
the fascinating species that live within it.

●

Chemistry: you will learn about the molecular structures that underpin modern medicine and cell function.
This course is based on using refined practical skills to understand the useful compounds we use throughout
our lives.

●

Physics: discover the non-intuitive world of quantum mechanics and particle physics as well as gain an
understanding of the innovations in physics that have led to the atomic bomb, renewable energy, and the
electric grid that powers our quantum mechanical devices (such as phones and laptops).

With slightly lower grades you can do the BTEC Level 3 National in Applied Science where aspects of the three
sciences are taught through a vocational setting. All these routes are useful for university applications and courses.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (and Careers)
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

KS4
Non-examined
Ms Molly

What and how will you learn?
The PSHE curriculum is designed to develop your skills and competencies through exploring a wide range of topics
in accordance with the latest RSE, Health education, careers and Citizenship guidance. This competency-based
approach to learning allows you to develop the appropriate skills, traits, attributes and behaviours to help develop
into healthy, successful adults
Topics covered include personal finance, careers exploration, preparation for work experience, relationships and
sex education, citizenship, personal health and wellbeing, critical thinking and philosophical questioning. You will
explore ideas from a range of different perspectives and learn the importance of assessing the evidence before
coming to conclusions.
Skills and experiences
PSHE is a key component of the personal development and pastoral programme at Southfields Academy and
contributes to your physical and mental wellbeing as we as your spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development. It aims to equip you with the knowledge and skills you need to make positive choices for your
future. Your learning will be useful in a wide range of real life situations as you explore some of the most relevant
issues facing society.
The PSHE curriculum also provides character education through developing skills of self-awareness, resilience,
values and interpersonal skills you can use in the local and wider community. You will also develop the
transferrable skills necessary for success in the next stage of your education, training or employment and for your
adult life, for example, teamwork, communication, numeracy, research skills and problem solving.
How will you be assessed?
There is no formal assessment however, there will be regular in class assessments to measure and enhance your
progress. These can be:
•
•
•

Baseline assessments to gauge prior knowledge and understanding
Assessment for learning over the course of a lesson or series of lessons
Measuring progress through endpoint assessments.

These assessments do not take a typical form and are usually posters, drawn and written activities, self-assessment
grids, questionnaires and much more.

Computer Science
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Mr Shillingford

“Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is limited, whereas imagination embraces the
entire world, stimulating progress, giving birth to evolution.”— Albert Einstein
The world depends on computers. Imagine going through the Pandemic without a computer system, and by that I
mean no PC, laptop, games console or SMARTPHONE! You are living in a world with no Internet, meaning no
TicTok, no WhatsApp, no Netflix, no online shopping of any kind. Without computers we could not research,
design, create, test, distribute and monitor vaccines around the world.
In this GCSE you will learn about how computers work, the networks they use, cyber security and how
programming can create solutions to everyday problems and future challenges.
Computer Science combined with other subjects can open up a whole world of opportunities which you probably
did not imagine.
WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
Over the two years you will look at a range of topics to develop your knowledge

Paper 1 – Computer Systems
● Components and how they work together
in computers, mobile phones and games
consoles
● Networking and connectivity that underpins
modern life
● Cyber Security and how its used to keep
individuals and business safe
● Ethical issues such as surveillance,
driverless cars, privacy
● Cultural issues – Explore how computers
have impacted our daily lives

Paper 2 - Computational Thinking
● Build on your knowledge of
abstraction, decomposition
and algorithmic thinking,
that you developed from
programming in
CodeCombat, Scratch and
the Amazon Music
Programming Challenge
● Programme using a textual
language to solve real life
problems

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
In Computer Science you will sit two examinations marked out of 80, each worth 50% of your final grade.
WHAT NEXT?
The Computer Science/ IT industry is growing exponentially. Before the pandemic, during the pandemic, jobs in this
field have been on the rise worldwide, and this trend will carry on after the pandemic.
GCSE Computer Science is an introductory stepping stone to jobs in the following areas:

● Artificial Intelligence
● Business Analyst
● Bioinformatics Software
Engineer
● Cyber Security Strategist
● Data Analyst
● Data Scientist
● Digital marketing
● Ethical Hacker

● Computer Forensics
Investigator
● Engineering
● Games Designer
● Games Developer
● IT Consultant
● Network Manager
● Medical researchers in
genetics

● Mobile Application
Developer Product
Managers
● Robotics
● Systems Analysts
● User Experience Developer
● User Interface Designer
● Web Designer
● Web Developer

● Finance Industry (understanding how to use machine learning to build the cryptocurrency market)

Having studied GCSE Computer Science you can progress to studying A Level Computer Science, Cambridge
Technicals Level 3 in IT or go into an IT Apprenticeship.

IT
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
Cambridge National
Mr Shillingford

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
IT is everywhere and you cannot escape it in the 21st Century. The Covid-19 pandemic proved that IT is the glue
that holds society together e.g. from using Zoom , communicating with relatives and friends, who we could no
longer see in person to providing the digital tools for scientists to research and create vaccines. IT touches all
aspects of life.
Cambridge Nationals in IT is a brand new qualification which will be taught for the first time nationally in
September 2021. The course has been developed to provide students with the opportunity to learn about how IT is
used all around them. Students will be able to understand the digital world, but also how IT is used in the real
world by us everyday.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
The qualification is made up of three units.
● R050: IT in the digital world (40%) 1 hour and 30 minute examination - The IT industry is vast and is one
of the few industries that had a period of growth throughout Covid-19 pandemic. It provides work for a
wide range of people across sectors, from those working as freelance IT consultants, right through to those
in large or specialist IT teams in multinational companies. Job roles frequently overlap across multiple
sectors as there are common aspects to inputs, processing and outputs of IT systems which can be used in
many ways, from supporting the planning, designing and implementation of services or products to
enhancing our daily lives in the digital world. In this unit you will learn about the Internet of Things which
includes is made up of devices around your home such as your smart TV, Google Home Mini, smart
watched etc. You’ll also learn about cyber security and how to prevent threats, computer systems and
digital communications and how to use them effectively.
●

R060: Data manipulation using spreadsheets (30%) Non Examined Assessment – Data is everywhere and
the world’s most valuable resource is no longer oil but
data. Data manipulation is an important part of many job
roles, supporting development and growth in different
sectors. Businesses in different sectors such as IT, finance,
retail, hospitality, education and Government all
manipulate data for different purposes. You will be able to
evaluate your solution based on the user requirements.
Topics include planning and designing the spreadsheet
solution; creating the spreadsheet solution; testing the
spreadsheet solution; evaluating the spreadsheet solution.

●

R070: Using Augmented Reality to present information (30%) Non
Examined Assessment – Augmented Reality is an interactive experience
of a real-world environment where the real world objects are enhanced
by computer-generated information. Pokemon Go is one of the biggest
examples of augmented reality that most people have come into contact
with, and the capacity for growth in this area is huge! Businesses in
different sectors such as IT, architecture, retail and hospitality, education
and Government are presenting information and/or products in a digital
world using a range of digital devices. In this unit you will learn how to
design, create, test and review an Augmented Reality model prototype to
meet a client’s requirements. Topics include Augmented Reality (AR);
designing an AR model prototype; creating an AR model prototype and testing and reviewing.

WHAT NEXT?
Cambridge Nationals in IT is a stepping stone to jobs not just in the IT sector but also other areas. IT professionals
are employed to work in many other job sectors, including:
● Financial services - recruiters such as Barclays, Citigroup, Deloitte, J.P. Morgan and Morgan Stanley are
looking for IT graduates to work with the latest technologies. These include jobs with a focus on artificial
intelligence (AI), cloud services, virtual reality software development, robotics process automation, user
experience (UX) or analytics.
● Manufacturing - multinational engineering companies in the oil, pharmaceuticals, automotive and energy
industries need IT specialists to work on the processes and technologies that underpin their operations. For
instance, aerospace and defence innovator MBDA requires software engineers with programming language
skills.
● Public sector - local authorities, central government and the National Health Service (NHS) all recruit IT
professionals to keep their systems running smoothly, deliver projects and analyse data efficiently so it can
be used to make major decisions.
● Retail - major online and high street retailers such as Amazon, Tesco, TJX Europe and John Lewis look to
technology graduates to develop new systems and apps, while rolling out technological solutions that
satisfy their customers' needs.
Having studied Cambridge Nationals Creative IT you can progress to studying Cambridge Technicals Level 3 in IT or
go into an Apprenticeship.

Geography
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Mr Bradbury

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
Geography is everything - you see it, you feel it, you experience it. GCSE geography gives you an insight into how
the world works both physically and at a human level. It studies contemporary issues such as the refugee crisis in
Syria, the Japanese tsunami, human rights, and the loss of natural habitats. It’s a GCSE that is interesting and
relevant. Your teachers will be passionate, will make it fun and it will rub off on you!
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
You will have mock exams throughout the two years but ultimately your GCSE will come from the three exams that
you will take at the end of Year 11. You’ll be ready for them by then!
WHAT NEXT?
The top universities love to see that you have studied geography at GCSE. Geography makes you employable and
gets you places.
Work-wise, fancy doing one of these specific geography jobs; aid worker, natural hazard planner, city planner,
property developer, lecturer, charity worker, GIS programmer, photography, crime reduction, environmental
economist, transportation manager, Zoologist, Wildlife Biologist? There is more information if you type this link
into your browser;
https://www.rgs.org/geography/choose-geography/careers/
But if you want to stop after your GCSEs then you’ll have a well-rounded knowledge and idea of how the world
that you live in works. What more can you ask for from a GCSE?!

3D Design
History

History
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Atley, Mr Hillman, Mr Durdin, Ms Gray or Ms Marsh

The course is arranged into four units of study:

Medicine Through Time
How could a soiled nappy wipe our half of
Soho? How did a flea wipe out half the known
world? How did Britain come to lead the world
in modern medicine?
These are the questions and many more will be
answered in a study of the history and
development of medicine through the
following periods of history: Medieval,
Renaissance, 19th and 20th Centuries, with an
in-depth focus on surgery in the First World
War.

Early Elizabethan England 1558 - 88
Was Elizabethan England a “golden age”? What
problems did Elizabeth face? How did she deal
with plots and rebellions against her rule?
How was the Spanish Armada defeated? What
did Elizabethan people do for fun? How did
exploration of the world change England?
An in-depth study of perhaps the most famous
period of British history.

The American West, c1835-c1895
How did Native American Indians live on the
plains and how was this way of life destroyed
by white migration? What was it like for the
early settlers in the West? Who were Wyatt
Earp and Sitting Bull? Do the cowboy and
Indian films reflect the real history?
A period of study of a fascinating time in
American history which still resonates

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 - 1939
How did a failed art student become the
world’s most notorious dictator? What led this
man to attempt to wipe out the Jewish
population of Europe? Why would Hitler award
a gold medal to women who have eight
babies?
An in-depth study of how Hitler came to power
and took control of Germany, and what it was
like to live in Nazi Germany.

How will you be assessed?
● Paper 1 – Source and knowledge exam on Medicine and Surgery in the First World War (30%)
● Paper 2 – Knowledge based exam on Conflict in the Middle East and Early Elizabethan England (40%)
● Paper 3 – Source and knowledge exam on Weimar and Nazi Germany (30%)
Careers
Choosing history at GCSE will provide you with plenty of opportunities for further progression. Colleges and
universities consider history a crucial subject and a good GCSE in history will help you to obtain the Sixth Form and
University places you hope for. Many professions such as medicine and law feel that history opens the minds of
students, and will look to employ people with a background in historical research. Therefore, history can gain you
entry into a wide range of careers, including television, radio, journalism, the police force, social work and the civil
service. History improves your written and analytical skills and whether you stay with history into A Level or move
onto different subjects, history will give you the grounding to be successful in your further education and chosen
career.

Spanish
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Miss Frith

Spanish is spoken by millions of people not only in Spain but in Central and South America. This makes it the third
most spoken language in the world. Many university courses ask for a language qualification as part of their entry
requirements and even if they don’t, it looks good on your CV.
WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The course is designed to enable you to communicate with Spanish speakers, understand and express your
opinions about modern issues that affect you today. It will also help you to improve your literacy skills.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?

Skill
Listening

Objective
Understand and respond to spoken Spanish.

Speaking

Communicate and have a conversation in Spanish.

Reading

Understand and respond to written Spanish.

Writing

Writing letters, emails and translating from English into Spanish.

WHAT NEXT?
A GCSE in a foreign language can improve your chances of gaining employment and in some cases increase your
starting salary.
You can study Spanish A-level and go onto university to study Spanish or Hispanic studies which will include a year
abroad in a Spanish speaking country: Spain, Central and South America.
Due to its popularity, Spanish is one of the most popular languages that businesses look for on a CV. Also if you like
to travel, you have many more options to choose from or if you want to go somewhere where you can
communicate and be understood by the locals.
Finally, if you want to study law or medicine, universities look for a language qualification as many of the technical
terms are in Latin which is what Spanish, French, Italian and many more European languages are derived from.

French
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Miss Frith

Did you know that French is one of the fastest growing languages in the world and that about half of
all French speakers live in Africa? Many university courses ask for a language qualification as part of
their entry requirements and even if they don’t, it looks good on your CV.
WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The course is designed to enable you to communicate with French speakers, understand and express
your opinions about modern issues that affect you today. It will also help you to improve your
literacy skills.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Skill
Listening

Objective
Understand and respond to spoken French.

Speaking Communicate and have a conversation in French.
Reading

Understand and respond to written French.

Writing

Writing letters, emails and translating from English into French.

WHAT NEXT?
French is an official language in countries across five different continents and is also the second most
studied language in the world (after English) - 120 million students are currently learning French.
You can study French A-level and go onto university to study French which will include a year abroad
in a French-speaking country.
Speaking only one language is not enough in a multilingual world. Add French to your CV to improve
your employability and enhance your skill set. If you like to travel, you will be able to visit a variety
of places where you can communicate and be understood by the locals.
Finally, if you want to study law or medicine, universities look for a language qualification as many of
the technical terms are in Latin which is what Spanish, French, Italian and many more European
languages are derived from.

Home Languages
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Frith

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
Are you fortunate enough to be fluent in another language?
Can you read and write it as well as speak it?
If your answer is ‘yes’ to these questions, then this is the page for you.
The Languages department offers students the wonderful opportunity to gain
an extra qualification in their home languages. The most popular languages
that we offer are:
Urdu, Arabic, Spanish, Portuguese, French, Polish and German.
This will not affect your other GCSE choices as there will be no timetabled
lessons involved. You will be given guidance as to where to find resources
such as past exam papers and will be asked to attend sessions to support you with exam techniques.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Skill
Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing

Objective
Understand and respond to different types of spoken language.
Communicate and interact effectively in spoken language.
Understand and respond to different types of written language.
Communicate and interact effectively in written language.

WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?
Having a second language can help you get ahead in your career. Many international employers
seek people with language skills, which can help you to adapt to different business environments
and operate with greater cultural agility and insight. These opportunities exist in all companies and
departments which range from marketing to tourism. It is hardly surprising that a lot of corporations
require employees who are bilingual or multilingual! Your language skills can increase your job
opportunities so you should ensure that you have a qualification to show potential employers that
you speak more than one language.
For more information about this or to find out if it is possible to take an exam in your own home
language contact Ms Frith in room C274.

Art, Design & Technology – Art GCSE
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Jaffer

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
In years 10 and 11, students may opt to continue their art education and follow OCR GCSE Art and
Design full course endorsement. The GCSE courses provide a broad base of study, appropriate for
those pupils continuing on design courses in further and higher education. The courses are
appropriate to all students regardless of ability and gender.
The GCSE in Art and Design contains two components – one is coursework (60% of GCSE), consisting
of a portfolio of work, and the second is the externally set brief (40% of GCSE).
The emphasis in this GCSE is on the process of developing both ideas and work. Central to this is the
work journal or sketchbook.
This course will cover the study of art, craft and design and enables the pupil to acquire the ability to
investigate, analyse and experiment. They will also develop practical skills to express ideas and
visual language. These specific skills will include drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, illustration
and sculpture. Further skills developed during this course will be in communication, information
technology, improving independent learning and performance, working with others and problem
solving.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
The GCSE award will be graded 9-1. You will complete an internally set project (60% of final grade),
before then completing an OCR externally set project (40% of final grade). Exam time is 10 hours,
set to allow an extended period of practical work on both projects.
Both projects are marked internally, before being moderated externally by OCR. Feedback is given
throughout the course to allow you to improve and better your final grade as you complete the
coursework.
WHAT NEXT?
You could go onto study the OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Art and Design: Fine Art course at
sixth form here at Southfields. Many of our previous students have taken this route and have gone
on to study at some of the most prestigious art and design universities in the country, such as the
University of the Arts London.
An art qualification could lead to such careers as museum curator, children’s book illustrator,
interior designer and many more.

Level 1 / 2 Hospitality and Catering
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

1/2
WJEC Level 1 / 2 Vocational Award
Ms Ancilotto

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering has been designed to support learners
who want to learn about this vocational sector and the potential it can offer them for their careers
or further study.
You will gain an insight into the professional operation of a kitchen and how to safely prepare and
serve food. You will also learn about legislation within the hospitality and catering industries and the
successful operations of these types of businesses. You will also learn about nutrition, food storage
and preparation. You will have opportunities to learn different cooking methods and put them into
practice when making your own dishes. With this vocational course, learners will have hands-on
practical experience as well as detailed knowledge of the hospitality and catering industry.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
The course is split into 40% exam and 60% coursework. The exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.
There are two units within this course:
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry (Exam unit)
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action (Non Exam unit)
In Unit 2, students will be completing written coursework as well as planning, preparing and cooking
a menu of their choice, taking into consideration both nutrition and practical skills.
WHAT NEXT?
This further study would provide learners with the opportunity to develop a range of specialist and
general skills that would support their progression to employment. Employment in hospitality and
catering can range from waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants to chefs, hotel and bar
managers and food technologists in food manufacturing. All of these roles require further education
and training either through apprenticeships or further education.
Learners completing this course could progress onto WJEC Level 3 Food, Science and Nutrition and
other food-related courses at either AS or A level. Food Technology can lead to exciting and wellpaid opportunities in the food industry. Possible careers include: dietician, food consultant, hotel
management, food marketing and advertising, to name but a few.

Art, Design & Technology – Graphics GCSE
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Dodd

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
Design is about making the world a better place. You will look to do this using research and your
own opinion to make the best graphic response to a set design brief. Ideas are tested and refined
through drawing by hand and then on the computer using the latest Adobe suite packages including
programs Illustrator, Photoshop, InDesign and many others.
OCR GCSE Art and Design: Graphics in year 10 is about learning the techniques and processes
needed, typically on the computer. This will give you the opportunity to learn the techniques to
then be able to show your ideas and developments later in the course. Graphic design is about
visual communication and surrounds the worlds around us, everything we buy has a logo, comes in
some form of packaging and we typically know about it because of advertising. All of these are
created by a graphic designer and you will have the chance to develop your own ideas throughout
the course.
At the start of year 11 you will begin the internally set project, which accounts for 60% of your grade,
managing your own time and purpose. The second half of the year is an externally set project where
you will choose the product you wish to make in response to the externally set brief.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
The GCSE award will be graded 9-1. You will complete an internally set project (60% of final grade),
before then completing an OCR externally set project (40% of final grade). Exam time is set to allow
an extended period of practical work on both projects.
Both projects are marked internally, before being moderated externally by OCR. Feedback is given
throughout the course to allow you to improve and better your final grade as you complete the
coursework.

WHAT NEXT?
The OCR GCSE Art and Design: Graphic design will provide you with good experience to go on to a
more advanced course within any design specialism. Some examples include;
●
●

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Art and Design: Graphic design
A/AS Level Graphic Design

Art, Design & Technology - 3D Design GCSE
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Mr Smith

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
Design is about making the world a better place. You will look to do this using research and your
own opinion to make the best 3D response to a set design brief. Ideas are tested and refined
through drawing, modelling in three-dimensions and material investigations until it is the best it can
possibly be.
OCR GCSE Art and Design: 3D Design in year 10 is about learning the techniques and processes
needed. This will give you the opportunity to learn a series of research and development techniques
used in the work place that will help you refine your ideas to the best possible solution, sometimes
in unexpected ways. Techniques used include laser cutter, vacuum forming and hot wire cutter with
materials as varied as clay, plastic, wood, modelling foam, metal and plaster.
At the start of year 11 you will begin the internally set project, which accounts for 60% of your
grade. This has in past years included designing and making an artistic lamp, taking inspiration from
architects, sculptors and other designer artists. The second half of the year is an externally set
project where you will choose the product you wish to make in response to the set brief.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
The GCSE award will be graded 9-1. You will complete an internally set project (60% of final grade),
before then completing an OCR externally set project (40% of final grade). Exam time is set to allow
an extended period of practical work on both projects.
Both projects are marked internally, before being moderated externally by OCR, with feedback given
throughout the course to allow you to improve and better your final grade as you complete the
coursework.
WHAT NEXT?
The OCR GCSE Art and Design: 3D design will provide you with good experience to go on to a more
advanced course within any design specialism. Some examples include;
●
●
●

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Art and Design: 3D design
A/AS Level Product Design
Practical apprenticeship in carpentry, engineering and many more.

Business Studies
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Boddy

Course overview
Business is a course that will prepare you for every aspect of your working life whether you choose
to work for yourself or in an organisation.
We will focus on two main themes, investigating a small business and building a business. These two
themes will cover all you need to know about setting up your own business or understanding how
businesses work. This course offers a fantastic opportunity for you to gain a competitive advantage
when you enter the world of work. You will research local and well know national companies as case
studies and gain an overview of strategies that lead to business success. This course will also help
you develop many useful skills, such as problem solving, communication, interpersonal skills, ICT and
numeracy, which are all regarded as important in the workplace.
For more information about the course, please visit the exam board
website https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
You will be assessed every lesson via activities and questioning. You will be formally assessed at
regular intervals with GCSE style papers to ensure you are prepared for the final exams. At the end
of the course you will be assessed via two GCSE papers.
WHAT NEXT?
If you successfully complete this course you can go on to study A Level Economics or Business CTEC,
which are two year Level 3 programmes in the sixth form. You will have already covered some of the
key topics and will be better prepared for success in Year 13. This course will prepare you for any
part time employment you may undertake during your sixth form studies. It may also help you make
an informed choice when deciding on university courses as there are many pathways that stem from
business studies.

Drama GCSE
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

Level 2
GCSE
Ms Perera

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The new GCSE is split up into three different units, each with a different area of study and method of
assessment. You will develop and apply your theatre making skills as a performer or designer in the
Devising Drama unit. You will be required to creatively respond to a stimulus and work
collaboratively in order to realise a new performance. Alongside rehearsals you will create a
portfolio of evidence that justifies your decision making process. This first unit is internally assessed
by the Drama department.
The next unit of study is Presenting and Performing Texts which you can also approach as a designer
or performer. You aim is present two contrasting script extracts taking into account the playwrights
intentions and your own artistic intentions. The final assessment of this unit is a day of live
performance which is graded by an external examiner.
Lastly, you will prepare for Drama: Performance and
Response which requires you to respond to a live
performance, assimilating all of your knowledge
about how to communicate and analyse meaning
onstage. This final component of the GCSE is a
written exam.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
• The Devising unit is internally assessed and accounts for
30% of your GCSE, you are assessed on both your
performance and a working record of the process.

• For the Presenting and Performing Texts unit you are
required to provide a written explanation of your creative
choices alongside the performance of your two scripted
extracts, this makes up another 30% pf the GCSE and is
externally assessed.

• The final component, Drama: Performance and
Response is an externally assessed written exam and
constitutes the remaining 40% of the GCSE.

WHAT NEXT?
These courses naturally lead on to a variety of pathways such as the Drama A-Level, the Level 3 BTEC
in Performing Arts (Acting) or to application to performing arts schools.
This course encourages all learners to be reflective makers of drama, able to analyse meaning and
justify their choices in-depth. The course also provides unique transferable skills such as selfconfidence, creativity, working as a team and efficient time management for every learner, which
are deemed essential for any future endeavour.

Level 1/2 Business, Enterprise & Marketing
Level
2
Qualification type
Cambridge National
For more information speak to Mrs Harb

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The Cambridge Nationals in Enterprise and Marketing will offer opportunities to develop business
skills demanded by employers in the UK today. This course will enhance your readiness for the
world of work by developing transferable skills such as: planning, research and analysis, working
with others and effective communication.
The aim of this is course is to develop the following skills: research, independent work, coursework
writing and learning practical and theoretical elements of marketing and enterprise.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Unit R067: Enterprise and Marketing Concepts.
This is assessed by an exam.
40% of the overall grade
1 hour 15 mins
70 marks
In this unit, you will learn about the key factors to consider and activities that need to happen to
operate a successful small start-up business.
Topics include:
 Characteristics skills, risk and reward for enterprise
 Market research to target a specific customer
 What makes a product financially viable
 Creating a marketing mix to support a product
 Factors to consider when starting up and running an enterprise.
Unit R068 Design a Business Proposal.
This is assessed by a set assignment
Coursework (NEA) - 30% of the overall grade
In this unit, you will identify a customer profile for a specific product, complete market research to
generate product design ideas, and use financial calculations to propose a pricing strategy and
determine the viability of their product proposal.
Topics include:
 Market research
 How to identify a customer profile
 Develop a product proposal for a business brief
 Review whether a business proposal is financially viable
 Review the likely success of the business proposal.
Unit R069 Market and Pitch a Business Proposal.

Coursework (NEA) - 30% of the overall grade
This is assessed by a set assignment
In this unit, you will develop pitching skills to be able to pitch your business proposal to an external
audience. Finally, you will review your pitching skills and business proposal using the learning, self
assessment and feedback gathered.
Topics include:
 Develop a brand identity to target a specific customer profile
 Create a promotional campaign for a brand and product
 Plan and pitch a proposal
 Review a brand proposal, promotional campaign and professional pitch

WHAT NEXT?
You can progress onto OCR’s Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in Business, or A Levels in related
subjects.

Acting – Drama BTEC
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

Level 1/ 2
BTEC Tech Award
Ms Perera

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
The acting course is highly practical in nature and has a clear vocational focus; this means that it is
about the skills that are relevant to the performing arts/dance
industry.
Your will study three core components. In Component 1:
Exploring the performing arts, you will look at elements such as
roles, responsibilities and the application of relevant skills and
techniques. You will broaden your knowledge through observing
existing professional performances and by learning about the
approaches of practitioners, and how they create and influence
performance material. This component will give you an
understanding of practitioners’ work and the processes and
practices that contribute to a range of performance styles.
You will then apply these skills in the study of Component 2:
Developing skills and techniques in the performing arts, you will
develop performing or design skills and techniques. You will have
the opportunity to specialise as a performer or designer in the
acting discipline. You will take part in workshops and classes
where you will develop technical, practical and interpretative
skills through the rehearsal and performance process. You will
work from existing performances, applying relevant skills and
techniques to reproduce performance or design elements of the
work.
The final core unit you will study is: Component 3: Responding
to a brief when you will be given a brief that outlines the performance and design requirements and
that asks you to consider your target audience and to start the creative process by using the given
stimulus included in the brief. Working as part of a group, you will develop your ideas for a workshop
performance and apply your skills and techniques to communicate your creative intentions to your
audience.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
Internal assessments will take a variety of forms, including written work, in class performances and
public performances. The type of product that you will be assessed on will depend on the grading
criteria and learning outcomes for the unit. Internal assessment will make up a total of 60% of your
final grade. The External Assessment (completed as part of Component 3) will involve a
performance in response to a task set by Edexcel. The assessment will take place under controlled
conditions and is worth 40% of the final grade.

WHAT NEXT?
This course naturally leads on to a variety of pathways, such as the Level 3 BTEC in Performing Arts
(Acting) or to application to performing arts schools. The course also provides unique transferable
skills, such as self-confidence, creativity, working as a team and efficient time management for every
learner, which are deemed essential for any future endeavour.

Music
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Mr Pinder / Mr Quadraruopolo

The OCR GCSE in Music offers you a brilliant opportunity to develop a wide range of creative,
personal and social skills.
WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
Structured musical learning through five areas of study. The five areas of study are:
●
●
●
●
●

Area of Study 1: My Music. An opportunity to perform and compose in a style of your choice.
This could be your voice, musical instrument or sequencing using Logic X.
Area of Study 2: The Concerto through Time. You study how the concerto developed over the
period 1650 to 1910.
Area of Study 3: Rhythms of the World. This covers music from India, Punjab, Eastern
Mediterranean, Middle East, Africa, and Central and South America.
Area of Study 4: Film Music. You study music composed for films including classical music and
video game music.
Area of Study 5: Conventions of Pop. This covers pop music from 1950s onwards. You will study
rock‘n’roll in 1950s-1960s, rock anthems in 1970s -1980s, pop ballads in the 1970s, 1980s and
1990s and solo artists from 1990s onward.

Integrated portfolio
Performance 1. A performance or realisation on your own instrument including sequencing using
Logic X.
Composition 1. A composition in a style of your choice that is recorded.
Practical Component
Performance 2. A second performance or realisation that is an ensemble performance and you must
take the lead.
Composition 2. A second composition that is based on a brief that is set by the exam board (OCR).
The brief will be based on a task from one of the five Area of Study.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
●
●

A practical portfolio that contains four pieces of music - 60%
A listening examination – 40%

Listening Examination
A 1 1/2 hour written paper, with CD, assessing knowledge and understanding of Areas of Study 2, 3,
4 and 5. You will be taught to analyse features of the music that you hear.
The assessment objectives are:
1: Performing/realising with technical control and interpretation.
2: Creating and developing musical ideas with technical control, imagination and coherence.
3: Analysing and evaluating music using musical terminology.

WHAT NEXT?

●
●
●
●

BTEC Level 3 Music
Music Technology
Music for social media
Music production

GCSE Physical Education
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Mr. Sia

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?
Students will be given the opportunity to further develop their knowledge and understanding of
Physical Education and prepare for a career in the sports industry with an examined course which
adds a further 3 hours of P.E. to their weekly compulsory lessons.
The OCR GCSE in Physical Education requires students to develop their knowledge and
understanding in two areas: Physical Factors Affecting Performance and Socio-cultural Influences
and Sports Psychology.
The areas cover an array of topic areas which include:
•
Applied Anatomy and Physiology
•
Physical Training
•
Socio-cultural Influences
•
Sport Psychology
•
Health, Fitness and Well-being
As well as the opportunity to analyse the performance of others, students will also be required to go
through rigorous assessment in chosen physical activities where it will focus on both team and
individual sports.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
The examination is weighted at:
60% written examination (2 papers)
30% practical performance
10% written non-exam assessment
WHAT NEXT?
Studying GCSE Physical Education will allow you to develop the understanding and experience to
pursue any of the following as a next step:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Higher education studying sports related courses
Physical/Fitness instructors
Sports journalism
Sports photography
Sports psychology
Professional athlete
Sports massage and therapy
Physiotherapy and rehabilitation

Sociology
Level
Qualification type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Ms Swann

WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
GCSE Sociology is designed to develop learners’ understanding and critical awareness of the social
world around them. Learners will be encouraged to explore and debate contemporary social issues
to enable them to challenge taken-for-granted assumptions and to question their everyday
understanding of social phenomena. Examples include, ‘why do people commit crime?’, ‘is there an
ideal family?’ and ‘do teachers label students? By following this course, learners will develop their
own sociological awareness through active engagement with the contemporary social world via
thought provoking, relevant, engaging and dynamic sociology lessons.

HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?
You will have mock exams throughout the three-year course but, ultimately, the GCSE sociology
course is 100% exam based. The exams are split into the following components:

Paper 1: The sociology of families and
education
● the sociology of families
● the sociology of education
● relevant areas of social theory and
methodology
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and
deviance and social stratification
● the sociology of crime and deviance
● the sociology of social stratification
● relevant areas of social theory and
methodology

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
50% of qualification

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
50% of qualification

WHAT NEXT?
This course naturally leads onto a variety of pathways including Level 3 courses such as A Level
Sociology and A Level Psychology. This course is an ideal first qualification for any students
interested in careers in law, criminology, psychology, sociology and social work to name a few!
People who study sociology gain a wide range of skills such as the ability to think critically, how to
work independently and in a team, how to communicate effectively and how to conduct research.
This is why sociology is regarded as a strong academic discipline at degree level. Beyond this, many
people today study sociology as it enables them to see their world in new and interesting ways!

Statistics/Further Maths
Level
Qualification Type
For more information speak to

2
GCSE
Mr Spencer

GCSE Statistics is a qualification that will enable students to acquire transferable skills to support
them in progressing beyond GCSE in a range of subjects.
WHAT AND HOW WILL YOU LEARN?
In this course, you will learn:
• how to collect, summarise and represent unbiased data
• the skills necessary to read, analyse and interpret data and various diagrams and statistical
statements accurately
• to develop your ability to reason and discuss results
• how to predict what will happen in the future by making forecasts based on statistical results and
considering the probability of something happening.
You will need very little previous statistical knowledge to be able to take this course.
In Key Stage 3 you will have done some data-handling work which will be repeated at the beginning
of this course.
Students need to have a basic understanding of accuracy, fractions, decimals and percentages, to be
familiar with the equation of a straight line and have a basic understanding of the shapes of
exponential curves.
HOW WILL YOU BE ASSESSED?

Students follow the Edexcel GCSE Statistics course.
WHAT NEXT?
You can use the skills you have acquired when studying further subjects at all levels. Biology,
psychology, economics, geography, engineering and archaeology are among the many subjects that
rely at times on an understanding of statistical data.
You might also use these skills to make decisions about things in your own life such as investing
savings, choosing electrical equipment and buying cars.

Statistics is a key component of A-level mathematics so this course will help you get a head-start and
studying maths or statistics at university can lead on to a variety of jobs including areas such as
manufacturing, insurance and the civil service. Statisticians are needed in most walks of life.

